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Amos News Letter                                             Fall issue:  2001

Presidents Message

I hope everyone had a chance to enjoy some time off during the summer months.  We all need to recharge our brain cells periodically to remain sharp and effective.

The Safety Codes Council and Alberta Municipal Affairs Review Team held various meetings throughout the province to collect comments on the status of the Safety System.  I was asked to provide information on behalf of AMOS.  I collected thoughts from the executive members and provided a verbal and written submission to the team.  One issue was how to maintain a supply of certified Safety Codes Officers in plumbing and gas for the system.  A major deterrent is salary as new, younger tradespeople must be attracted to the profession.  With the amount of training, updating, and upgrading required, today’s Safety Codes Officer is skilled to a level far above a journeyman trades person, but the salary is not reflective of this skill level. The same holds true for the Instructors at our Technical Institutes.  AMOS must again insist that its’ members are Professionals in their own right and should be compensated and recognized accordingly. 

The Safety Codes Council is building profiles of safety codes officer positions in all disciplines.  They have selected Plumbing and Gas Safety Codes officers from various entities for group discussions to gather information.  I have been participating as a representative of AMOS.  The first draft of this profile should be available this fall. 

The B149.1-00 Natural Gas and Propane Installation Code is in effect as of July 1st, 2001. Training  will be based on the new edition complete with the AR 67/2001amendments.  The Safety Codes Council should have the Private Sewage Disposal Course available this fall for Safety Codes Officers wishing to be certified in Plumbing Level II.

The Executive Board has selected September 21st and 22nd for the Fall meeting in Red Deer.  The education committee is studying various subjects that may be acceptable for a workshop prior to or during the conference.  Our phantom secretary will come armed with prices to upgrade our communication and recording systems as requested in the Spring meeting. I hope to see all of you there.  If there are any issues, new products, codes, that you are aware of, or want information on, please email me at rsburk@telusplanet.net and I can add the item to the conference agenda.
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As an SCO you are aware that tube type infra red heaters can cause major damage if the clearances required as per the manufacturer’s rating plate are compromised. Periodically, manufacturers, design engineers, and sales people specify this type of appliance for locations where the required clearances from the top of a vehicle to the underside of the open door cannot be maintained.  The manufacturers will now supply signage to meet the last portion of article 6.21.4, which states, “or a protective bar or other device that warns of the clearances not being maintained.” 

Above are actual pictures of an installation that was accepted with the provision that warning signs be installed.  These pictures were taken after the Safety Codes Officer convened a meeting with the installer, manufacturer, and owner and made everyone aware of the potential dangers of not maintaining clearances with these appliances.
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Roof Access:  You call it.

This roof access consists of 4 x 4 treated lumber lag bolted to the exterior wall structure and strapping holding the aluminum ladder in place.  As a service technician would you be comfortable on this?  As a gas inspector , what would be your approach? 

3.14.5 CSA B149.1-00 

An appliance shall not be installed on a roof of a building exceeding 13ft,(4m), in height from grade to roof elevation unless direct access is provided in accordance with the Alberta Building Code,1997. The Gas SCO should notify the local Building SCO of the need for the access, however the type of access required is subject to the requirements of the Alberta Building Code , 1997 , 3.6.4.7.(1), and any related standata. 

Please E-Mail your comments to:   wayne.ducharme@gov.calgary.ab.ca 
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Glenn’s Corner:  onacounta..?

A short note to thank those of you who showed an interest in the fire

investigation course.  There was insufficient response and as a result the

course will be put on hold.

Our September meeting is quickly approaching and I would like to set up

some tours, classes, or any other activities that the women may be

interested in while the members are in the meeting.  Please contact me with

your ideas and let me know if you might be interested in AM. or PM.

activities or perhaps… the Friday evening.          

I can be reached at:   glenn.costello@gov.calgary.ab.ca
We have on good authority that Glenn is currently, and diligently working on a self defense course for the Ladies.  Failing to locate a qualified instructor Glenn will run the course himself…Hum;   Glenn in tights?

Information Bulletin:  May 17/ 2001
New CSA Series 2000 Gas Codes

The following new gas codes, along with the Alberta amendments, have been adopted under the gas Code Regulation, (AR 67/2001), and is in effect as of July 1, 2001 under the Safety Codes Act.

CSA – B149.1-00      Natural Gas and Propane Installation Code:

This code provides the minimum requirements for the installation of natural gas and propane appliances and equipment downstream of the natural gas meter or from the propane distributor’s tank.

CSA – B149.2-00      Propane Storage and Handling Code:

This code has been revised and provides the requirements for the storage, handling, transportation and transfer of propane.

CSA – B149.5-00      Installation Code for Propane Fuel Systems and Tanks on Highway Vehicles:   This code applies to the installation of propane fuel system components and tanks on highway vehicles that have been converted from gasoline to propane.

The 2000 Series Gas Codes may be purchased directly from CSA international Standard sales in Edmonton, the Propane Gas Association of Canada in Calgary, or any Trade institute and some major bookstores.

The Gas Code Regulation, (AR 67/2001), with the Alberta Amendments may be purchased from the Alberta Queen’s Printer at 10611 – 98 Avenue, Edmonton Alberta, T5K 2P7.  PH:  (780)-427-4952, or fax:  (780)- 452-0688 or shop- on- line at:  www.gov.ab.ca/qp
The new B149.1-00 covers both Natural Gas and Propane Installations amalgamating Parts 1 – 7 from the previous B149.1 M95 and B149.2 M95.  Where a Clause is specific to one fuel the wording identifies it, “ For Natural Gas Only”, or “ For Propane Only”.
Safety Codes Council and Municipal Affairs will announce the format for the course update later this fall.  Stay Tuned!

Toilet Trivia:  Michael Anderson Goodwin spent time on death row in South Carolina before his sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. In 1988 he was sitting on the metal toilet in his prison cell while trying to fix his broken TV set. He bit into a metal wire to trim it- and electrocuted himself.  By Janet M. Spencer.

All Points Bulletin:  Jan / 2001  G-01-01-CSA

CSA International in co-operation with termodomesticos, has informed Municipal Affairs of a voluntary corrective action program for Bosch and Aquastar instantaneous water heaters.  The program will involve the installation of 4mm throttling disk in the gas valve

to readjust the gas input and an inspection of any hydronic heating systems to ensure that the installation is correct.

The continued use of these affected heaters as described in the CSA All Points Bulletin could result in a blockage occurring in the appliance.  Because of the blockage, combustion products, including Carbon Monoxide, could escape into the building. 

The instantaneous water heaters affected by this program are Bosch models: W125KV3P23S , (3100 or 3104), with or without the suffix T1, and aquastar models AQ38-BNG.  The manufacturer has indicated that some of these heaters have been installed for space heating purposes only.  However, certification requires that they be used in combination with potable water heating.

We are advising the gas industry of the corrective action program and that 6 of these affected instantaneous heaters were installed in Alberta.  Due to the possible exposure to CO., Municipal affairs, Safety Services is also advising owners to shut off affected water heaters immediately and contact the applicable manufacturer’s representative.

For further information you may contact Astravan distributors Ltd.(Bosch): 1-800-663-8405, or Controlled Energy Corporation(Aquastar):  1-800-642-3111

New Logo:  This logo was presented at the AMOS Spring Conference for consultation.  The logo was developed to somewhat bring Amos into the new millennium.  What do you think?  

The bits and bytes it takes to use this symbol on computer is far less than the current version.  It is simple, recognizable, and very easy to manipulate around the computer screen.   

Please forward your comments to Mr. Reg Adair:  adair.reg@syncrude.com  

AMOS thanks those people and business’ that contributed very generously to the Spring Conference.  There interest and support in AMOS is greatly appreciated by all.

They are:   

Mr. Peter Bona / Star Plumbing Ltd. // Mr. Gary Jopling / Aero plumbers //

Mr. Ross Sinclair / Viking Installations //  Mr. Jim Taffs / Aqua Plumbing //  Ms. Diane Wild / Harley- Davidson //  Mr. Larry Wozny / Mr. Fireplace //  Mr. Ted Rohling / Mystique Mechanical //  Mr. Bill Kelly and Mr. James Beckner / William Kelly and Sons //  Mr. John Romney / Great Northern Plumbing //  Mr. Lawrence Steele / Wes-tech Mechanical //  Mr. Raymond Postma / Bonified Plumbing //  Mr. Brad O’ Conner / Reggin Technical Services //  Mr. Brad Hoover / Hoover Mechanical //  Mr. Daniel Bates / Caon Services //  Mr. Jack Forrest /  Allen Forrest Sales //  Mr. Harry Chupic / Canyon Plumbing //  Mr. Patrick Pateria / WM Schmidt Mechanical // Mr. Gary Peter / Bibby Ste Croix //  Mr. Marvin Hickman / Deerbridge plumbing

Coming Events:

AMOS Fall Conference… September 21st and 22nd,2001

Red Deer Holiday Inn   6500 - 67th St., Red Deer, Alberta

Registration to follow.

Private Sewage Disposal: TBA this fall.  Check into the Partners Newsletter for current information or Safety Codes Web Site.  www.safetycodes.ab.ca 

Probationary SCO s will be contacted directly 

Gas Code updates TBA this fall.

Possible self defense course…TBA… just visualize Glenn in tights.

