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By Richard Burk  

I find it hard to believe that two years have 
past and my term expires after the next 
Annual meeting. One always enters these 
positions with goals and aspirations and 
seems to end with disappointment that 
dramatic accomplishments are not appar-
ent. I would personally and behalf of 
AMOS like to thank the people on the 
Executive Board. It was their dedication 
and hard work that made my job easy.    

I recently met with Don Barrett, the Execu-
tive Director of the Safety Codes Council 
(SCC). He is proposing a joint conference 
of all the Discipline organizations. I believe 
there is merit to this suggestion as there are 

issues and training applicable to all disci-
pline members. This would also afford 
the opportunity to create a joint commit-
tee to pursue the endorsement of Safety 
Codes Officers and Instructors as 
Professionals . With the current certifi-

cation training and courses required for 
designation as a Safety Codes Officer, 
there is absolutely no basis for us to 
remain as equivalent to a supervisory 
tradesman in work designation or pay 
scale.    

I have discussed the merit of AMOS 
providing Updating Courses and Certifi-
cation Courses with Brian Alford of the 
Safety Codes Council. Although distance 
learning methods through correspon-
dence and computers are the most cost 
effective, some people prefer the work-
shop environment for providing a place 
to focus on the subject without distrac-
tion and the ability to discuss interpreta-
tion with a facilitator and peers. With the 
cooperation of the SCC, AMOS will 
continue to provide courses upon de-
mand of the members. Two proposed 
courses under discussion for the Fall 
meeting are the Gas Update and Pri-
vate Sewage Disposal Systems required 
for Plumbing II certification.  

 

I would like to acknowledge the Mu-
nicipal Affairs staff and especially 
Carey LaRose for providing AMOS 
members with the most up to date 
information of codes and industry 
product changes. This information is 
invaluable to the SCO and Instructor 
for interpretation and determination of 
correct safe installations. The same 
thanks goes to all the product manufac-
turers and suppliers that have taken the 
time to come to our meetings and 
provide us with information on prod-
ucts and installation criteria that assist 
us with our daily assessments of pro-
jects.  

 Again, I would like to thank the past 
Executive for their commitment, and 
congratulate all those that have al-
lowed their names to stand for the next 
term. May those elected have great 
success in maintaining this organiza-
tion at a high standard and success in 
accomplishing their goals. Thanks to 
all the members for allowing me the 
opportunity to serve as president for 
the past two years, may we all continue 
to support an organization that endeav-
ors to support us. 
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From the Editor:   

I would like to thank all of those who contributed to this issue of 
our news letter.    

I received feed back on our fall news letter 2001 from Wayne Tillotson of 
Lethbridge, Alberta.   

 Wayne writes:  In respose to your question of roof access. The ABC' 97 clearly 
states:  interior access, (this includes an access by fixed ladder or stairway). In some 
cases it may be necessary or practical to install a ladder access on the outside of a 
building. If in fact this is permitted, the ladder that is 
installed should be designed to OH&S standards. It is quite apparent that the 
aluminum ladder that is shown, would be a killer for either service people 
or fire fighters.  I agree Wayne.  Thank you for your comments.    

Please forward your photos, thoughts, concerns, issues, comments, and what ever 
else you may think of to:    wayne.ducharme@gov.calgary.ab.ca

  



 
Gas Explosion  /   Reg Adair           

This boiler was a new installation in a major 
refinery and had recently gone through start-
up. It was a 2203 m2 heating surface (to most 
gasfitters, 75 million Btu/hr) steam boiler. 
The burner system could be fired on 8 differ-
ent fuels, it was being fired on LPG, the 
decision was made to switch to diesel. Three 
qualified technicians spent 2 hours, unsuc-
cessfully, attempting to start the burners on 
diesel. Under mounting pressure to get it 

going it was decided to restart the LPG 
burner. There were 2 master fuel trip 
valves on the incoming fuel line, dur-
ing the original start-up and commis-
sioning difficulties firing the boiler 
were encountered and temporary by-
passes were installed around the trip 
valves to troubleshoot the problem. 
The bypasses had not been removed, 
the 3 technicians had observed the 

start-up crew using the bypasses and despite 
directions against using the bypasses they 
were opened. The LPG control valve was 
66% open allowing a direct path to the com-
bustion chamber where the hot furnace wall 
ignited the LPG. The 3 technicians were 
badly injured in the resulting explosion and 
each had burns to more than 50% of their 
bodies, 2 died later in hospital. Stay alert, we 
work with dangerous stuff. 

NPC 95  A-1:  Certification is the confirma-
tion by an independent organization that a 
product or service meets a requirement.  
Certification of a product, process or system 
entails physical examination, testing as speci-
fied in appropriate standards, plant examina-
tion follow-up unannounced plant inspec-
tions.  This procedure leads to the issuing of a 
formal assurance or declaration by means of a 
certification mark or certificate that the 
product, process, or system is in full confor-
mity with the specified requirements.  

Under the Safety Codes Act manufacturers, 

vendors and contractors all have a 
fundamental duty to insure that a prod-
uct, process or activity complies with 
the Act.  A safety codes officer may 
issue an order if on reasonable and 
probable grounds the Act is contra-
vened.  A safety codes officer may as 
well request that a special inspection 
be done by an accredited testing 
agency on the product, process, or 
activity to insure compliance with the 
Act.  

Products that do not carry the certifica-

tion mark of an accredited Canadian  testing 
agency continue to turn up.  Plumbing  fix-
tures, faucets, fittings, solvent cements, pipe 
joint lubricants, and gas appliances that do 
not depict the certification mark of an accred-
ited testing agency are readily available 
within retail store outlets and plumbing 
wholesalers.  It is your responsibility as a 
safety codes officer working for the authority 
having jurisdiction and that of the supervising 
professional designer to insure that during 
construction all  materials conform to the 
requirements. 

 

Certification Reminder   /   Glenn Costello 

Amos Contacts 

President:  Richard Burk  Ph:  (403) 268 2329  Fax: (403) 268 2468 E-Mail:  plbrrlb@gov.calgary.ab.ca  

Secretary:  Rhonda Mulrooney  Ph:  (403) 284 8255  Fax:  284 7178  E-Mail:  rhonda.mulrooney@sait.ab.ca  

Treasurer:  Wayne Ducharme  Ph: (403) 268 6478   E-Mail:  wayne.ducharme@gov.calgary.ab.ca  

Every person filling propane cylinders and 
automobile tanks must be properly trained in 
those functions. It is important to remember 
that the certificate for training from this 
course is valid for a period of 36 months after 
the training or retraining has been completed. 
That person must be able to present such 
documentation upon request.    Retraining 
must start at the beginning of the calendar 
month before the certificate expires and must 
be completed by the end of the calendar 
month immediately following the calendar 
month of expiration. 

pane at the retail level, for fleet and conver-
sion use, for handling propane in most indus-
tries, or in programs available for people who 
don't actually work with propane but who 
supervise those to do.  All technical training 
requires passing a written exam and in most 
cases, a practical exam too.  

The Propane Training Institute Head Office, 
#2150, 300 - 5th Avenue SW, Calgary, Al-
berta   T2P 3C4  
Tel:  (403) 543-6518 / Fax:  (403) 543-6508   
web site: http://www.propanegas.ca/PTI/
Corporate.htm 

Major Propane Suppliers often offer 
Propane Pump Attendant training and 
certification that is recognized by the 
authority having jurisdiction. The 
required training is also available 
through the Propane Training Institute.  

The Propane Training Institute (PTI) 
guarantees state of the art training that 
is easily accessible.  PTI offers courses 
and certification across the coun-
try.  Most of its courses are recognized 
by provincial governments.  Individu-
als can be certified for pumping pro-

Propane Dispensing  / Perry Wager 

http://www.propanegas.ca/PTI/
Corporate.htm


The following is intended to clarify the overlap (cross craft) with other trades and 
the gasfitter trade in the Natural or Propane gas areas under the Apprenticeship 
and Industry Training Act. A number of trades that overlap in part with the gas-
fitter trade, and what those individuals may or may not do. These trades are listed 
below:  

APPLIANCE SERVICE TECHNI-

CIAN (Alberta Regulation 260/2000) 

Permits the Appliance Serviceman to 

service, maintain and repair appliances 

but does not allow him to do any in-

stallations. An appliance does not 

include water heaters and furnaces.

  

GASFITTER FIRST CLASS 

(Alberta Regulation 279/2000) 

Permits the Gasfitter 1st Class to in-

stall, test, maintain all gas piping sys-

tems, appliances and equipment, re-

gardless of pressure or volume and the 

associated air supply and venting in 

residential, commercial and industrial 

applications.  

Note: Anyone that obtains a 1st Class 
Gasfitter s under the previous Alberta 
Regulation (336/94) prior to July 2004 
may be qualified to install, repair, 
adjustment or maintenance of natural 

GASFITTER SECOND CLASS 

(Alberta Regulation 279/2000) 
Permits the Gasfitter 2nd class to in-
stall, test and maintain all gas piping 
systems for fuel, regardless of pressure 
or volume. The regulation also permits 
the installation, repair and utilization 
of gas as a fuel for heating, lighting or 
power on appliances that do not exceed 
400,000 BTUH input, but does not 
allow him to conduct motor vehicle 
conversions. 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT TECHNI-

CIAN (Alberta Regulation 282/2000) 
Permits the Heavy Equipment Techni-
cian to repair, maintain, overhaul or 
modify heavy highway transport vehi-
cles including the installation, repair, 
adjustment and maintenance of natural 
gas or propane systems designed to 
provide alternate or principal carbure-
tion in motor vehicles. The regulation 
also allows him to repair and install 
in-cab natural or propane gas heaters. 
(E.g., Propane or Natural gas fired 
heaters for operator comfort. This does 
not include cargo heaters.)

 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE 

TECHNICIAN (Alberta Regula-

tion 262/2000) 
Permits the Automotive Service 
Technician to repair, maintain, 
overhaul or modify motor vehicles 
with respect to the installation, 
repair, adjustment and mainte-
nance of natural gas or propane 
systems designed to provide alter-
nate or principal carburetion in 
motor vehicles. 

RECREATION VEHICLE ME-

CHANIC (Alberta Regulation 

299/2000) 
Permits the Recreation Vehicle Me-
chanic to install, repair, maintain, 
overhaul or modify appliances of 
live-in recreation vehicles that are 
designed for travel. This would also 
include all gas piping on a recreation 
vehicle necessary to complete the 

Cross Craft   /  Perry Wager 

gas or propane systems designed to 
provide alternate or principal carbure-
tion on motor vehicles. 

 

Refrigeration and Air condition Me-
chanic  ( Alberta Regulation 300/2000)  

Permits the Refrigeration and 
air-conditioning Mechanic to install, 
maintain, service or repair any primary 
or secondary refrigeration system, 
cooling system, or their components. 
They may also repair or maintain 
combination units or appliances for 
heating or cooling of buildings with a 
maximum heating capacity not exceed-
ing 400,000 BTUH input per unit. 

SHEET METAL WORKER (Alberta 

Regulation 303/2000) 

Permits the Sheet Metal Worker to 
install, repair, or service items or com-
ponents on a gas heating appliance 
providing no gas piping is altered. This 
does not allow a Sheet Metal Worker 
to do conversions of gas appliances 
from one fuel to another or from low 
altitude to high altitude. 

TRANSPORT REFRIGERATION 

MECHANIC (Alberta 

Regulation 307/2000) 
Permits the transport Refrigeration 
Mechanic to engage in the installation, 
repair, modification, overhaul or main-

tenance of equipment (including cata-
lytic, propane or natural gas, diesel and 
kerosene heaters) to supply and con-
tain conditioned air in mobile transport 
units. (This would allow the Transport 
Refrigeration Mechanic to hook up and 
install cargo heaters including all the 
gas piping required to complete the 
installation.)

 

continued

 



There are a number of specific trades listed above that participate in the Interprovincial Red Seal@ Program. Therefore, an individual entering Alberta who 

is the holder of a Trade Certificate with a Red Seal@ designation may engage in that occupation in Alberta without registering. However, if requested Ap-

prenticeship and Industry Training will verify the Red Seal@ and issue an Alberta Equivalency Certificate for a fee. 
Permits in respect to a gas installations shall be issued only to gasfitters who are the holder of a valid Journeyman Certificate or Certificate of Proficiency as 
either a 1st Class or 2nd Class Gasfitter issued by Apprenticeship and Industry Training.  

NOTE:

 
A Gasfitter from another province shall not engage in the occupation of gasfitter in Alberta, without first obtaining a Certificate or is registered as 

an apprentice gasfitter under the Apprenticeship and Industry Training Act. 
However, a nonresident plumber on evidence of his Red Seal@ can obtain permits in respect to a plumbing installation. 

Apprenticeship and Industry Training enforce all the above regulations, however, because of the number of questions received pertaining to the listed trades, 

it was felt some brief explanations of each trade may make it easier to answer the majority of the questions. 
If a question arises that needs further clarification please refer the individual to the nearest Apprenticeship and Industry Training office.  
You can visit our website at www.tradesecrets.org , look under Library for all trade information. 

Friday, November 1st and Saturday, November 2nd, 2002        
Red Deer Holiday Inn, Red Deer, Alberta 

Guest speakers TBA 
Note:  attempts to book  the hotel for this years conference started in June  and the above dates where 

the only dates available for conference facilities                                                               . 

Amos interest in offering a gas code update course is currently on hold until more class room participants can be obtained. 
Five registrations are required. Please contact Glenn Costello for Details.   

Plumbing II, Private Sewage course is currently under consideration for Oct 28,29,30,31 and exam November 1, 2002 
Course fees are:  $450.00. Instruction, course materials and exam. Please contact Glenn Costello or Richard Burk for details on 
or by October 4, 2002. This course as well will run pending on the number of registrations received. Fifteen registrations are 
required. 

Course Information 

Trivia / Toilet Paper 

You Make the call:   
This photo depicts a toilet wet vent and 
tub trap arm.  Can you spot the vent 
connection below flood level rim?  As 
much as the creator of this situation 
argued the merits of his design he 
agreed to change the vent connection  
above flood level rim of the above 
floor and add a clean out. To the wet 
vent.  Any thoughts please E-mail:   
wayne.ducharme@gov.calgary.ab.ca  

 

In the south, corncobs were sometimes 
used.  Frankly m'dear that's hard to 
believe! 
The first commercial toilet paper was 
introduced in 1857, but at that time 
Americans preferred to use old cata-
logs and newspapers, which were free. 
But 25 years later, hotels and restau-
rants were experimenting with the first 
indoor plumbing. With such fancy 
bathroom fixtures, it was unthinkable 

to use old magazines. Just at that time, 
Edward and Clarence Scott of New 
York were experimenting with new 
products at the paper factory they 
owned. They invented toilet paper in a 
small roll that was easily handled. 
They named it ScotTissue and bought 
expensive advertising aimed at snob 
appeal: "They have a pretty houeMo-
ther, but their bathroom paper hurts .   

 

WHAT DID PEOPLE USE BE-
FORE TOILET PAPER ? 
A mussel shell, called a scraper. Oww! 
The Romans used a stick with a 
sponge on one end.  
Gives a whole new meaning to the 
phrase "wrong end of the stick." 
In the desert, sand was the cleaner of 

http://www.tradesecrets.org

