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Alberta Mechanical Officials Society    

I sit here looking at a blank screen, suffering from writer s block yet so many things running through 
my mind.  I am going to just dump them out in no particular order.  Do the male thing as you read this, surf 
through it with remote in hand, spend a little time and thought on the issues of interest to you and flash past the 
rest. 

At the Fall Conference there should be some interesting pictures and stories from the southern 
parts of the province with all the flooding earlier this year.  Who would believe this could happen 
in cactus country?  
We have a new edition gas code effective July 1.  It was interesting for me to sit on the Gas Tech-
nical Council and see a portion of the effort it took to accomplish that.  Thanks go out to the 
AMOS members who worked hard to help make it happen.  
Talk to Carey about CSA and copyright infringement, those boys are getting nasty.  For those of 
you who have not acquired your new codebooks there is information on ordering them attached 
with this newsletter, prepare to take out a second mortgage.  I must be getting old but I m sure our 
entire first year class bought codebooks for less than what a single copy goes for now. 
Speaking of mortgages, I have a friend that a few years ago lived in a hundred thousand dollar 
home and wanted to live in a quarter million dollar house, now he lives in a half million dollar 
house, still hasn t moved.  When is the bubble going to burst?  The housing boom has been kind to 
the construction industry though and provides employment for a lot of our members. 
Still no firm dates on code update training.  Hopefully we don t lose any of our senior members.  

It seems like every time there is another compulsory requirement to maintain our certifications 
there are a few that have been sitting on the retirement fence decide it is time to jump.      

Looking out the window at a few yellow leaves as I write this, I do love the fall but have a problem 
with it starting in the middle of August.  

Time to brush up on requirements for temporary construction heat .  I noticed in the new codebook 
75-foot hoses are now allowed for construction heaters.  Must be other changes in there?   

Thank you to all the members who took time to participate in the stakeholders survey (professional 
status).  I haven t heard any results.  I m sure Rick will be updating us in October.    

Other things to look forward to in Red Deer:   
1. Wardflex will be back to give the installer s training,  
2. Escalade will be there to talk propane training,  
3. Maxitrol will be there showing off their newest and shiniest, 
4. Someone from Municipal Affairs will be trying to fill Carey s shoes as he will be off on a world 

tour.   
See you in Red Deer.  
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AOWMA training in Saskatchewan 
AOWMA s installer training program was delivered in a modified format to Saskatoon Health Re-
gion inspectors in April 2005. The response to the training was positive and AOWMA been asked to 
provide an additional training in the fall of 2005 to all Saskatchewan heath officers. 

Convention dates for planning 
The AOWMA annual convention for 2006 is scheduled for Delta Capri, Red Deer on Thursday, 
January 5, Friday the 6th and Saturday the 7th.  There is a full-scale trade show in exhibition hall, 
keynote addresses, technical sessions and social events.  Call 780-489-7471 if you re not on our mail-
ing list and want information. 

Follow up research for at-grades 
Pushing forward to find an at-grade design that is effective and safe is a priority with AOWMA. At a 
meeting on the University of Alberta campus, AOWMA s At-Grade Technical Advisory group and 
guests debated the standards at-grades may have to meet to be accepted for use in Alberta and else-
where.  The group agreed more work needed to be done before research could be undertaken.  Vice 
President: Wayne Schmidt is in charge of moving at-grades forward. 

Alberta Onsite Wastewater Management Association 

AOWMA update: 

Soils In My Back Yard by Wayne Ducharme 

Instructor:  Stephanie Morin 

On July 12, AOWMA held a practical hands on training course.  The course is designed to train the 
student to evaluate a potential piece of property to determine its suitability of use for an on-site 
waste water treatment system.  This course was the first time AOWMA ran this program and I do 
recommend it to AMOS members.  Students could take this course over and over and continue to 
learn more information and enhance their knowledge of soils with every program.   
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The most useful part of the practical training was re-establishing my thought process in determining soil 
horizons, texturing, rehashing soil characteristics, and defining or characterizing limiting horizons.  The 
most useful thing I learned was to develop my own technique to describe the various horizons organic 
layers , A horizons, Ah, Ahe , Ae and so forth .description within the horizons looking for those subtle 
or obvious changes and explaining them in my terms and of course remaining forever mindful of the tech-
nical responsibility I hold.  

Being the first time round for this course I believe it will continue to evolve and may encompass more of a 
controlled area where soil conditions are known, and for practical training purposes propose to the student 
more potentially problem-soil solving techniques.  The major question I share with most contractors is 
what can we do when soils appear prohibitive to treatment.  The more training that comes available the 
more experience we gain.  I would prefer more training in the evaluation and design area for sites with 
restrictive  conditions. 

The most important issue of this program focuses on the need to do a proper site evaluation.   

Stephanie Morin, Director with AOWMA did an awesome job instructing this course.   

Soils in my backyard cont... 

2005 marks Alberta s Centennial year.  At some point in time this year you may have gotten caught 
up with Alberta s birthday celebrations.  From the arrival of the original native inhabitants, the arri-
val of the first settlers, the coming of the railways, the creation of Alberta, the beginnings of our 
City s and as far as you would like to delve into the experiences of the past and the dreams of the 
future, the endless possibilities of prosperity make her the envy of the world.  Alberta is the envy 
due to her people and their hard work, their innovation, their vision, their persistence and their de-
sire .   

AMOS has been a part of Alberta s Heritage since it originally organized on November 19, 1968.  
The membership incorporated as a Society in Alberta on May 30, 1969.  This year we celebrate 36 
years of promoting professional and uniform safety services for Alberta by working in partnership 
with government, industry, educational institutions, and the public.   

AMOS exists to facilitate communication and education among all the educators, manufacturers, 
administrators of codes and regulations relating to plumbing, gas, heating or any other mechanical 
trade associated with such installations in buildings, structures or housing in the Province of Al-
berta.   

The membership has endeavoured to stimulate continuous improvement through meaningful in-
volvement of all members of the Alberta Mechanical Officials Society. We have been and will con-
tinue to be an influence on Alberta s history and her future.  

I am proud to be Albertan and especially proud to be an AMOS member. 

CSA Advertisement is attached to this Newsletter for your convenience 
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The gas code Series is adopted effective July 1, 2005 for Alberta under the new Gas Code Regu-
lation (AR 113/2005).  Gas discipline Safety Codes Officers will have until August 31, 2006 to 
update their certification.  The training will be available very soon.  Interested members should 
contact the Safety Codes Council office for further details.  It sounds like cost will be $75.00.  

New Code Regulation for 2005 

Amos 2005 Fall Conference will be held on October 14, & 15. 
Conference will be held at the Red Deer Holiday Inn                

6500-67th Street, Red Deer, Alberta                                         
Members are asked to make their booking at the hotel prior to 

September 21st to avoid experiencing                                                
NO ROOM AT THE INN.                                                           

Tel.:  1-403-342-6567   fax:  1-403-343-3600   Email:  hotel@hi67.com 

Anyone that can produce the coveted AMOS Red Eye Award will be handsomely rewarded for their 
efforts.  How about 1 year free, yes! free membership and a bottle of what ever Richard  happens to 

have left over from the Wine and Cheese. 

What picture would raise little red flags for 
you  and what would you expect is now 
prohibited in the new gas CSA B149.1-05        
hint:                check-out 6.2.5  

A Province wide Variance   

   

Air Admittance Valves for use as an alter-
nate method to a vent pipe that is terminated 
in open air.   

These Air Admittance Valves shall be certi-
fied to ASSE 1051 and under listed terms 
and conditions are acceptable for installation 
in Alberta as part of a plumbing system.  
Refer to Variance P05.02 (rev-01) on the 
AMA web site for more details.   

Terms and conditions as follows:   

1. Except for fixtures located in island 
counters, air admittance valves shall not be 
used in new construction. Air admittance 
valves shall only be used to vent fixtures 
located in island counters.   

3.  Fixtures in one and two family dwellings 
undergoing renovation where the installation 
of a conventional vent system is not practi-
cal or readily accessible. 

4.  Fixtures in existing buildings where they 

are added or relocated during partial renova-
tions and the installation of conventional 
vent systems is not practical or readily ac-
cessible. 

5.  And where acceptable to the authority 
having jurisdiction.   


