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Wow! Another summer was here and 
gone, and did it go quick.  
Hopefully everyone had a chance to 
get away somewhere and enjoy the hot 
weather of July, and the more bearable 
of August.  
 
I am always reminded by my wife how 
important it is to take some down time 
and relax and unwind. Especially these 
days where everyone is so busy and 
there is never enough hours in the day! 
 
I have just finished taking the train the 
trainer course for the objective based 
codes. With the 2005 Plumbing Code 
finally being accepted in Alberta. It is 
important for all of us to become fa-
miliar with how this document is dif-
ferent from the old.  
 
The course was quite informative on 
the differences and how it all works. 
 
When I first heard the words objective 
based, I was a little sceptical on how 
the new code system was going to 
work.  
 
How would one inspect a job when 
there appeared to be so much subjec-

tivity to the code?  
 
How many options could there be to 
doing the same installation under the 
objective based guidelines?  
 
Now that I have completed the course, 
I see that this is not as daunting a task 
as it first seemed. For most installa-
tions, the codes will be used just like 
they always were. It will only be with 
some of the projects where one would 
need to consider the 'alternative solu-
tion' and delve into the objective based 
portions of the code. With the new lay-
out, it is actually quite easy to deter-
mine what the intent of the code 
clauses are, and then apply them to a 
situation. 
 
One of the things that has become 
quite apparent is the importance of 
having a solid network of people in 
order to apply these codes. When one 
does run into a situation where the ob-
jectives must be applied, you need to 
have availability of other opinions in 
order to make an informed decision.  
 
This will help to ensure that the codes 
are being applied equally within mu-
nicipalities and across the province. 
We need to be able to discuss things 
between the different agencies and the 
government. It is also important that 
the technical institutes are involved in 
the process so that are apprentices are 
taught the code as it is applied out in 
the field. 

 The semi-annual AMOS con-
ferences are the perfect venue for these 
discussions. Attending the event gives 
everyone a chance to bring forth their 
concerns and get some ideas on how to 
respond to some unique installations.  
 
For the more common alternative in-
stallations, it gives everyone a chance 
to reach a consensus on how these will 
be handled province wide. There is lots 
of opportunity for various discussions 
at the wine and cheese as well! Bring 
your pictures of anything that seems 
suspicious and we can use these as 
primers for discussion topics (or email 
them to me at stonewall.burk@sait.ca) 
- we can include them in our slide 
show. 
 We have another exciting line 
up of guest speakers, including an in-
troduction to the new National Inspec-
tors Association that is being formed. 
This could have some interesting im-
plications for how inspections and the 
enforcing agencies are regarded in the 
future. I look forward to seeing all of 
you there! 
 
See you in October! 
Stonewall 
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High Efficient Boilers 
 

An incident occurred in a resident 
where a Trinity Boiler was in-
stalled. Six people were exposed 
to carbon monoxide and some 
hospitalized.  
 
As safety codes officers we tend 
to rely on manufacturers of high 
efficient appliances to have safety 
devices incorporated that would 
shut the system down before such 
an occurrence, but his was not the 
case. 
 
Some models of this appliance 
have a mechanical coupler on the 
top vent connection to attach the 
plastic vent pipe.  
 
The gas company investigator de-
termined that carbon monoxide 
was leaking from that fitting that 
was not sufficiently tightened. 
 
An investigation and research by 

gas safety codes officers found the 
following issues that should be 
observed when inspecting these 
installations: 
 
1. The vent for the Model of 
boiler installed was supposed to 
be increased to 3” from 2” imme-
diately at the appliance outlet and 
it appears that newer models come 
with a 3” outlet. 
 
2. The gas line to the appliance 
was completed from the steel 
main with a substantial run of ½” 
CSST that could under fire the 
appliance. 
 
3. The installation instructions 
clearly advise that all Trinity boil-
ers installed above 2000 feet of 
altitude shall have the combustion 
checked with a calibrated combus-
tion tester.  
 
Some installers are leaving the 
analysis report on site for the 

safety codes officer’s review. 
 
4. The manufacturer is advising a 
“Caution” that all installations of 
this appliance requires the install 
of a carbon monoxide detector in 
the dwelling. 
 
Gas safety codes officers should 
be aware the 2006 ABC Division 
B 9.32.3.9 requires a carbon mon-
oxide detector installation in all 
dwellings with fuel fired appli-
ances. 
 
As it appears that installers do not 
always follow installation instruc-
tions or good trade practices, it 
falls on safety codes officers to 
remain vigilant and current with 
new technology to help protect the 
public from possible tragic events. 
 
Richard Burk 

Reg’s pick of the week: 
 
Some pictures I took inside a re-locatable industrial structure from a major supplier, there was a plumbing 
permit number on the Alberta label and the complex had been used in at least one other location so theo-
retically I was at least the third SCO to look at the unit.  
 
The last picture is the first attempt by a journeyman plumber sent by the supplier to rectify the problems. 

I wonder if they do gas work? 
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Every soil or waste stack shall be 
provided with a cleanout fitting at 
the bottom of the stack.  So says the 
National Plumbing Code 1995 and 
continues to say this in the 2005 of 
which comes into force September 
2, 2007. 
 
The bottom of the stack is that 
place where the drainage system 
changes direction from vertical to 
horizontal before conducting its 
contents to a branch or building 
drain.  The stack must pass through 
one or more storey’s of which may 
include any offsets in the stack. 
Agreed? 
 
The cleanout provides access into 
the plumbing system so service per-
sonal may utilize cleaning or in-
spection equipment.  The thinking 
behind this requirement is that hori-
zontal building drains or branch 
lines will require service at some 
point in time and that cleanouts fa-
cilitate that service. 
 
Those that believe cleanouts are 
irrelevant with respect to today’s 
materials, or question why a clean-
out should be installed if it’s going 
to be covered, or feel the trap and 

fixture drain are adequate access 
points are asked to consider the fol-
lowing argument. 
 
Concerning the stack, its offsets, its 
connections, and its branches: 
 
Cleanouts must be installed at loca-
tions that will permit cleaning of 
the entire system. 
 
The above statement provides the 
entire required basis to establish 
good practices. 
 
Any horizontal offset that takes 
place in a plumbing stack is equally 
at risk of blockage as the horizontal 
portion downstream of the bottom 
of the stack.  I prefer to think of an 
offset as establishing a new bottom 
and require a cleanout to service 
that offset. 
 
The down stream portion of the 
horizontal section of piping con-
necting water closets is covered off 
by allowing the water closet fixture 
pipe as adequate cleanout access in 
residential installations.  Commer-
cial plumbers are held to providing 
a full size branch line cleanout at 
the upstream portion of the branch. 

 
The water closet, fixture or group 
of fixtures must be vented of which 
usually necessitates a vent below 
the flood level rim.  The vent must 
have a cleanout.  The size of the 
cleanout is determined by the size 
of the branch line or the size of the 
vent pipe if a branch line cleanout 
has been provided for.  A size re-
duction of the branch line is not al-
lowed until the cleanout issue has 
been satisfied. 
 
The NPC does not provide separate 
specific rules, for cast, copper, or 
plastic piping. 
 
Cleanouts must be located where 
they are readily accessible for use. 
 
A drywall saw is no longer consid-
ered readily accessible. 
 
There is no better time than when 
codes transition to establish good 
plumbing practices. 
 
Please review requirements for 
cleanouts P-06-01-plbg May 2006. 
Agree or disagree please write to  
 
Crazy Wayne:  wducharme@camrose.ca 

cleanouts 

2005 National Plumbing Code  
The National Plumbing Code 2005 is adopted in Alberta effective September 2, 2007 with Alberta specific 
changes listed in the regulation. You can review the regulations at:  http://www.qp.gov.ab.ca/documents/orders/
orders_in_council/2007/607/2007_254.html  
The National Plumbing Code can be purchased through:  
National Research Council  
Tel.: (613) 993 2463 or 1 (800) 
672 7990 Fax: (613) 952 7673 
Online: www.nrc.gc.ca/
virtualstore  

OR  Learning Resources Centre  
12360 - 142 Street, NW Edmonton, AB 
T5L 4X9  
Ph. (780) 427 2767  
Fax (780) 422 9750  
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all outlying areas please provide for door prizes. 

 
 

Plumbing, Introduction to Objective-Based Codes:   
This course is a requirement for Safety Codes Officers and will be available from the Safety Codes Council for 
$195.00.  
Amos is offering this course for $50.00  and which includes workshop October 11, 2007 - 8:A.M. to 4:30  For 
AMOS members in good standing. Times include workshop and exam.   
 

Red Deer – Room 111 in the Provincial Building 4920-51 Street.  
 

 
Plumbing Code 2005 Update Course:   
 
October 12, 2007 - 8: A.M. to 4:30 – This course is a requirement for all Plumbing A Safety Codes officers 
and will be available from the Safety Codes Council for $195.00. Times include workshop and exam.   

 
Red Deer – Room 111 in the Provincial Building 4920-51 Street.  

 
Please contact:  Leith Atkinson at the Safety Codes Council 1-888-413-0099 for registration for either or both courses. 

                                     

Courses:   

AMOS Fall 2007 Conference will be at the North Hill Inn starting at 7:00 P.M. 
Friday October 12, and Saturday October 13, 2007 

 

Conference: 

North Hill Inn 
7150 - 50 Ave, (Gaetz) 

Red Deer, Alberta 
403-343-8800 

1-800-662-7152 
 


