
 
 
 
 
    The Forgotten 
 
 
 
 

Before sitting down to put pen to paper I 
reviewed some of the past “President’s 
Messages” for inspiration and to make 
sure I’m not plowing old ground, memory 
not being what it used to be.  
 
Something quickly evident is the slant to 
the inspection side of AMOS.  there is a 
large and vital segment of our associa-
tion quietly going about their business 
with little fanfare and I would like to 
recognize all our members working in 
educational institutions. 
 
All inspectors have or have had that 
“difficult person” to work with.  you 
dread going to their jobsite knowing 
there is going to be an argument over an 
ongoing issue or over his latest creative 
interpretation of the code.  
 
You have to admire instructors.  you 
only deal with your problem child for a 
limited amount of time on an intermittent 
basis.  some poor instructor put up with 
this guy every day for 2 months (times at 
least 4) while juggling who knows how 
many other characters.  
Before Alberta’s glory days when every-

one had to travel to find work an Al-
berta ticket was always held in high es-
teem and a tradesman carrying one was 
welcome anywhere except in the home of 
our other official language. Things 
haven’t changed.  our instructors are 
still turning out some of the best 
trades people in the world and I con-
gratulate you for your efforts.  
 
Instructors,:  when you are looking out 
the window at the wind, snow, and –40, 
and when you have your summers 
off...enjoy. You earn it. 
 
Along the line of learning thanks to 
Richard for agreeing to conduct the 
Gas Code Update Workshop on Friday 
prior to our meeting,.  be sure to regis-
ter.  
 
We have 3 presenters on Saturday:   an 
Alberta boy with a line of newly certi-
fied polypropylene pipe that is fused to-
gether, a fellow from Arizona with a 
follow-up to the copper crimping tool 
presented a year or two back as well as 
a new line of PEX pipe and John Semeniuk 
will be there flying the flag for the cop-
per industry.  
 
For the members who were at the Fall 
Conference AMOS has received the 
Wardflex certificates and will be dis-
tributing them at the meeting. See you in 
Red Deer. 
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AMOS presented the Plumbing Group B Safety Codes officer concerns about certifi-
cation at a meeting of the Plumbing Technical Council.  The time for re-certification 

has been extended until the end of 2007 with the SCC investigating reduction of 
costs and time for participating Safety Codes officers.  

 
Further information should be available at the Spring Conference. 
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Group B Plumbing Safety Codes Officers  
 
There has been a great deal of discussion on the subject of training for Group B Safety Codes Officers. Should 
they be required to take the Alberta Onsite Wastewater Management Association courses to retain their certifica-
tion?  Why do other safety codes officers in other disciplines not have the same requirements, such as Building 
SCO’s inspecting hydronics? 
The Plumbing Technical Council has decided that it is necessary for the following reasons: 
1. Hydronics for example has to be designed by a professional and stamped whereas a private sewage onsite 
system can be designed by an installer or home owner. 
2. The safety codes officer must have sufficient knowledge to assess the design and evaluate the site to 
determine if the system is adequate for the location and loading. 
3. In congested development areas or areas close to urban sprawl, there is an increasing chance of health 
risk to the public if systems are not designed and installed properly. 
4. Pollution of water courses and sources are becoming an item of great public concern. 
 
The Plumbing Technical Council has discussed the concerns presented by municipalities and AMOS as to the time 
and costs involved for safety codes officers.  Therefore they have extended the requirement for completing the 
AOWMA course until the end of 2007. 
They are also discussing with AOWMA the possibility of a one time abbreviated course for existing Group B Offi-
cers. This would reduce the time away from their jobs and course fees. 
 
For new Safety Codes Officers the Safety Codes Council Course may be reduced by eliminating repetitious mate-
rial that will be covered in the AOWMA Course. The Safety Codes Council will be providing options to Safety 
Codes Officers when final decisions have been made after further discussions with the AOWMA. 

As printed in the December 
2005 partners news let-
ter the Plumbing Techni-
cal Council has advised 
the Safety Codes Council, 
SCC, to establish new cri-
teria to the technical re-
quirements for group “B” 
Safety Codes Officers, 
SCOs.  Those changes 
have been approved effec-
tive immediately.  
 
In all fairness to the SCC 
an emergency meeting was 
called in January to ad-
dress concerns with 
Group “B” upgrade require-
ments and time line.    
 
To date, the time line has 
been extended from Decem-
ber 31, 2006 to December 
31, 2007,  the course con-
tent will be  reviewed. 
 
All Group “B” SCOs are 
required to take the Al-
berta Onsite Wastewater 
Management Associa-
tion’s , AOWMA, Installer 
Training Program. 
 
if you have read the Spring 
and Fall 2004 Newsletter 
issues,  you would have 
noticed I  support the in-
staller training program, 
and the need for on-going 
education in the private 

sewage treatment sector,  
And you would also re-
call that I supported the 
AOWMA training program 
for SCOs. 
 
I have taken the AOWMA 
course training. 
 
I think  it is fairly safe to 
say I do not dispute the 
need for the education, 
however I am concerned in 
the way in which the SCC 
has handled the upgrade 
program.  
 
SCO compliance to this 
requirement was virtually  
A like it or lump it bully 
tactic. 
 
The invitation as I recall 
was that you could  volun-
tarily  cancel your certifi-
cation and that failure to 
comply will result in emi-
nent cancellation. 
 
So much for cultivating a 
spirit of mutual assis-
tance,  improved communi-
cation ,and social rela-
tionship one of Amos’ ideal 
profiles that we strive to 
achieve and seek in others. 
 
It doesn’t appear that 
much thought was put into 
this requirement.  There 

are abundant issues with 
the program that require 
careful attention to de-
tail.  
 
The move is an action with-
out due consideration to 
an already stressed sys-
tem in respect to the 
shortage of SCOs.  With  
an obvious lack of con-
cern or respect for the 
human factor and possible  
hardship that may be 
placed on the individual.   
 
Many SCOs are working 
barely able to keep up with 
work load and many 
younger SCOs may also 
still be fixed on raising 
families and just trying to 
get by.   
 
The pay isn’t all that great 
either is it?  And between 
work load, and the course 
cost of$2400.00 and fam-
ily commitments only a few 
SCO’s would achieve meet-
ing the deadline.  
 
Employers are also owed a 
bit of respect as they in 
most cases are working 
within budgets and may not 
have seen this coming... the 
way it did.  As well con-
sider the number of em-
ployees that an agency or 

municipality may have to 
put through the program.   
Municipalities and agencies 
need to be notified, they 
need to plan, and they 
need to adjust.   
 
SCOs who have taken the 
SCC certificate program 
have concerns of overlap-
ping regulations within the 
AOWMA program and tech-
nical aspects of the 
AOWMA program being 
overdone within the SCC 
program.   
 
Both programs need to be 
tailored for SCOs  so as 
content does not overlap.  
Or perhaps a specialized 
program needs to be devel-
oped and controlled 
solely by the SCC. 
 
The current status does 
not fully address a fair 
timeline, nor considera-
tion of cost, and has no 
specifics as to the duplica-
tion of training.   
 
The SCCs failure to com-
municate and work with 
SCOs has undercurrents 
of a dictatorship.   
 
See you at the conference. 
 
Ducharme 

SCC Conduct an editorial 
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AMOS will be conducting a Gas Code Update Workshop on April the 28 at the Holiday Inn in Red Deer. There will be no 
charge for this work shop as AMOS will provide this in conjunction with the Spring Conference. 

 
Gas Group A 2005 CUT Code Update Training Workshop 

6500 67 Street, Red Deer 
11 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. April 28, 2006 

Exam Writing at 4:00 P.M. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Procedure: Order the Course Material from the Safety Codes Council ID 100015 
 

Fill in the Proctor Sheet and Fax back to the Safety Codes Council Attention:  
Leith Atkinson requesting authorization for the Exam to be sent to AMOS. 

Proctor: Richard Burk 
Register with AMOS c/o Richard Burk rsburk@telusplanet.net or call 403-239-7824 for the Workshop 

 
After writing the exam you will be ready for the AMOS Spring Meeting and Wine and Cheese social at 9:00 P.M. 

 
Don’t forget your copy of the AR113/2005, and respective codes 

Gas Code Update Seminar 

Standata Releases 
 
Requirements for elevator pit drains:   
 
P-05-01-PLBG:  Drainage of water from elevator pits basically identifies elevator pits as developing a potential efflu-
ent that cannot be discharged into a sanitary system.  An oil interceptor shall be installed and the interceptor 
shall be sized using information provided by the elevator manufacturer with respect to the maximum amount of oil 
that could escape from the elevators hydraulic system.  The Standata also carries good background rational and 
excerpts from the CSA-B44 Safety Codes for elevators.  Typical illustrations are included.  
 
Requirements for Indirect Hot Water Tanks: 
 
P-05-02-PLBG:  Intended to inform the industry of the requirements associated with the sale and installation of indi-
rect hot water tanks using single wall heat exchangers.   Approved for connection to a potable water system when 
the heat transfer fluid is non -toxic under controlled, (regulated), conditions.  The Standata also identifies the re-
quired markings, and outlines the installers responsibilities.  The Standata does not apply to Solar domestic Hot 
Water Systems but offers information as to the applicable standard to seek. 
 
Plastic Venting Systems for Gas Fired appliances: 
 
G-06-02-B149.1:  Deals with the use of ABS, PVC, and CPVC Venting Systems.  Cellular ABS, and PVC pipe is out for 
venting gas appliances guys and gals regardless of what the manufacturer has approved for use with the appliance.  
The Standata  acknowledges deterioration of joints and stress cracks occurring on  plumbing systems using cellu-
lar core when connected to kitchen sinks and dishwashers.  The risk of escape of flue gases into buildings is the 
driving force here.   
 
Damage due to strain from building settlement: 
 
G-06-01-B149.1:  Designed to provide a means of protection for piping or tubing from damage due to building shrink-
age which could be as much as 3/4” per floor depending on moisture content and height of the building.  It is in-
tended as an interpretation of clause 6.16.3 B149.1.   Good engineering practice is required for the piping configura-
tion.  Mechanical engineers should be providing this information on their drawing details.   
Look for it, and ask questions. 
 

For more information log onto the Alberta Municipal Affairs or Safety Codes Council Web site. 
www.safetycodes.ab.ca  or   www.municipalaffairs.gov.ab.ca 

http://municipalaffairs.gov.ab.ca/ss_ss-standata.htm 



Promoting Professional and Uniform Safety Services 

AMOS 

Amos 2006 Spring Conference will be held on April 28, 29.  
Conference will be held at the Red Deer Holiday Inn                 

6500-67th Street, Red Deer, Alberta                                          
Members are asked to make their booking for their hotel room prior to March 28, 2006 

to avoid experiencing NO ROOM AT THE INN.                                                            
 

Tel.:  1-403-342-6567   fax:  1-403-343-3600   Email:  hotel@hi67.com 
 

Mention "Alberta Mechanical 
Officials Society" when making your reservation, our room rate is $99.99 

plus tax. 

Table 6.3 B149.2-05:   
 
Up to and including 500 Lbs. propane:    
Cabinets shall be 3 feet from any building opening and 10 feet from any mechanical air intake.  Cabinets shall be 10 feet 
from the line of adjoining property occupied by schools, churches, hospitals, athletic fields, or other points of public 
gathering.   Can the cabinet be against this wall? 
 
501-2500 Lbs. propane:   
Cylinders that have a maximum capacity of 20 Lbs. intended for exchange or sale shall be stored in no more than 4 adja-
cent cabinets that may be located against a noncombustible building wall at one retail site.  No more than 1 cabinet may 
be located against a combustible wall.  Each cabinet shall contain no more than 500 Lbs. of propane.  Cabinets shall be 3 
feet from any building opening and 10 feet from any mechanical air intake.  Cabinets shall be 25 feet from the line of ad-
joining property occupied by schools, churches, hospitals, athletic fields, or other points of public gathering.  
What type of protection from traffic would you be looking for?  Should the cabinets be secured to the wall? 
 
Is this ice machine in compliance with 6.5.1.13 B149.2-05 where as electrical equipment must comply with Part K of 7.6? 
Is this over reacting?  How far would you think this storage cage should be from the ice machine.   If you where to write a 
SCO notice to protect this cage from vehicular movement/impact what code clause would you quote?  The cabinet has 
already been struck once.  How many more times will it be hit.  As well...is this cabinet tamper proof? 
 
E-mail your responses to wducharme@camrose.ca 

IAS Venting Course  
Course will be held on Thursday April 27, 2006 

 
Register with AMOS c/o Richard Burk rsburk@telusplanet.net or call 403-239-7824  

For Course Details 


