
 

 

 

AMOS Members, 

 

 It has been a long cold winter 
with no real signs of spring yet.  I hope  
all of you had a chance to take a winter 
break so we can be ready for another 
busy construction season.  Even though 
we live in the best place on the planet, it 
is nice to travel to somewhere warm to 

break up the long winter season. 

 As you all know it has been a 
challenge trying to attract new people 
into the inspection business and the 
average age of an inspector is steadily 
climbing. One has to ask oneself  what 
the future holds for plumbing and gas 
inspections as well as all others in the 
inspection industry. Recently Safety 
Codes Council has brought forward a 
suggestion of “Risk Based” inspections.  
Gerry Barons from Safety Codes Council 
will be doing a presentation on how this 
is developing and what we can expect 
during our Spring Conference. I urge 
everyone to attend as this effects all of 

us, now and in the future. 

 Just a reminder to all AMOS 
members that there are a couple of po-
sitions on the executive that require fill-
ing at this Spring Conference so if you 
are interested or know someone else 
who may be interested in one of the va-
cant positions, please let the nomina-
tion committee or anyone on the execu-
tive know.  There will also be a formal 
election in the fall as a few more terms 
come to an end. Please remember that 

AMOS only exists due to the participa-
tion of ALLALLALLALL its members so maybe if you 
haven’t served, why not step up to the 

plate and volunteer for a term.   

 In closing I know everyone is 
busy these days with work or family 
commitments, but please try and make 
time to attend our Spring Conference in 

Red Deer on April 29th and 30th ,2011. 

               See everyone there! 

 

                                           Ray Veldhoen 
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“This 

information is 

invaluable in the 

development of 

codes”   

 “ FROM THE DESK OF YOUR ADMINISTRATOR” 

Greetings AMOS Members, 

 

  Spring does appear to be 
forever away as I've been 
shoveling almost every day 
and there is a strong indica-
tion that the shovel will be 
required for the next four days 
before a rash of brutal cold 
temperatures might bring 
some dry cold weather.  It is 
particularly comforting to have 
a weather event that affects 
everyone that reads this. 

Hmmm, that’s Alberta. 

   There seems to be enough 
topics come across my desk 
daily to fill a column such as 
this with all sorts of wonderful 
technical information, inter-
pretation and conflict.  There 
are a few opportunities that 
keep rising to the surface and 
give me the opportunity to 

share with the readership. 

  One item that has become 
more critical, is the issues 
surrounding reporting in the 
plumbing and gas disciplines 
as identified in administrative 
items regulations AR 
16/2004. I have copied ex-
cerpts from the administrative 
items regulations below to 
support the reminder that 
reporting of fatalities, acci-
dents and property damage is 
not an option nor is it avoid-
able.  The requirement under 
the safety codes act through 
the administrative items regu-
lations is that a safety codes 
officer must be notified of 
circumstances and details of 
an accident and that the 
safety codes officer must no-
tify the administrator. The 
mechanical disciplines do 
have some challenges under 
the current wording, however 
if reporting in the private sew-
age disposal discipline is di-
rected towards the administra-
tor for the plumbing discipline, 
it will be redirected to the 
administrator for private sew-
age and disposal systems (Alf 
and I will work it out).  If the 
report is forwarded directly to 
the administrator for the pri-
vate sewage disposal sys-

tems, that would be deemed as 
acceptable under current man-
agement frameworks. These 
challenges regarding involve-
ment in an investigation consul-
tation and ultimately reporting 
of accidents means continued 
diligence in working on relation-
ships across disciplines to make 
sure that contributions and 
involvement is maintained to 
facilitate reporting.  This infor-
mation is invaluable in the de-
velopment of codes, standards 
and the elevation of safety in 

the province. 

 

Section 12 AR 16/2004   ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ITEMS REGULATION 

Reporting in the gas disci-
pline 

12(1) Subject to subsection 
(2), a person who knows of 
(a) a fatality involving a gas 
installation or gas equipment, 
(b) property damage estimated 
to exceed $250, if it is caused 
by a fire or explosion, or 
(c) an accident involving a gas 
installation or gas equipment 
where the accident results in 
injury to a person that 
requires professional medical 
attention, must notify a safety 
codes officer for the gas disci-
pline of the circumstances and 
details of the accident and 
provide the safety codes offi-
cer with any other information 
that the safety codes officer 
requests and the safety codes 
officer must notify an Admin-
istrator for the gas discipline 
of the accident. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not 
apply to a person who knows 
or has reasonable grounds to 
believe that the accident has 
been reported to a safety 
codes officer for the gas disci-
pline. 
 
Section 13 AR 16/2004   ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE ITEMS REGULATION 

Reporting in the plumbing 
discipline 

 

13 An operator of a public 
water supply system who 
knows of an accident or an 
unsafe condition related to 
the supply or use of the 
public water supply system 
must, as soon as practicable, 
notify an Administrator for 
the plumbing discipline. 
 
Reporting in the private 
sewage disposal discipline 

14 A person who knows of 
an accident or unsafe condi-
tion related to the use of a 
private sewage disposal sys-
tem must, as soon as practica-
ble, notify an Administrator 
for the plumbing discipline. 
   As these regulation excerpts 
are so exciting, the fall newslet-
ter may be a good spot to touch 
on more references to the Vari-
ance/Alternate solution and 
order documentation in the 

Act/regulations/SCC policy. 

  This leads nicely into a discus-
sion on variance and alternate 
solution requests. The NRC 
codes identify discussions that 
utilize the term alternate solu-
tions and the CSA codes tend 
to lean more towards the tradi-
tional terminology of variance. 
For this discussion I will pre-
dominantly stay with the term 
variance as the safety codes 
Council registers all alternate 
solutions and variances as 
“variances”.  The current safety 
codes Council policy contains 
examples, templates and infor-
mation regarding variances 
that can be applied directly to 
alternate solutions. All of the 
codes as well as the Act and  
the subordinate regulations do  
support the entertainment of  
new technologies and ideas. 
The variance pathway is well-
established and available to 
those who properly request in 
advance of construction. There 
are many examples of requests  
for variances once an uncerti-
fied product or non-compliant 
situation  
                     
 
                    Continued on Page 3 

“It Could Always Be 

Worse”          
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      Many years have passed and many 

changes have happened. The thing that  

stays consistent is that we still have 

neighbours complaining. 

      Is it possible that we may be loosing 

the battle with the manufacturers??  

Are we the Enforcing Authority or are we 

handing over the reins?? We look  

towards many different committee's to 
help us with these decisions but change 
is happening so fast that these commit-

tee's cannot keep up with demand. 

      If we need to slow things down in 

order to gain control, then maybe we  

should do just that. Some organizations 

use quality control as a means of  

lessening the likelihood of potential 
problems but we seem to be taking the 
same approach as our neighbours to the 
south with the “See you in court” atti-
tude (We think we can defend our-

selves...Can you??). 

 Not that many years ago 
some of us can remember getting out 
of bed in the morning and running out 
side just to have a pee. We would haul 
water in from the well to wash dishes 
and quite often share the same bath 
water rather than changing the water 

for a fresh bath. 

     As change went on, some people 
found the convenience of having run-
ning water in their homes and hauling 
the waste out side and dumping it. 
Before long we were running some 
form of a drain line to an underground 
tank in the yard, another welcome 
change from hauling out the waste 
water but it didn't take long for the 
tank to fill. A great idea came to mind 
was to punch some holes in the tank to 
allow for ground seepage but the smell 
and the soggy ground made for unfa-
vourable conditions, so we connected a 
pipe to the tank and ran the sewage to 
the neighbours property line to give 

them something to complain about. 

that an alternate solution applica-
tion would be required. The appli-
cation needs to clearly identify the 
location where the variance will be location where the variance will be location where the variance will be location where the variance will be 
appliedappliedappliedapplied (not the location of the 
applicant), as well as technical technical technical technical 
information sufficient to provide information sufficient to provide information sufficient to provide information sufficient to provide 
evidence of equal or greater safety evidence of equal or greater safety evidence of equal or greater safety evidence of equal or greater safety 
than that required by the prescrip-than that required by the prescrip-than that required by the prescrip-than that required by the prescrip-
tive code clausestive code clausestive code clausestive code clauses (accurately ad-
dressing objectives and intents). 
There needs to be a clear indica-
tion that the owner, end-user or 
owner's representative clearly un-
derstands the request being made 
and their responsibility in accept-
ing the variance once issued (this 
is the owners signature not the owners signature not the owners signature not the owners signature not the 
applicant's signatureapplicant's signatureapplicant's signatureapplicant's signature - if different). 
Some of the biggest challenges 
are identifying the owner who is 
typically not the mechanical/
general contractor nor are the 
professionals of record always the 
owner's representative. Depending 
upon the stage of the project it 
may not be clear who ultimately 

will have to accept the variance as 

being part of a finished project. 

  Have a great spring and see you 

at the conference. 

 

P.S. P.S. P.S. P.S. Is there anywhere in regu-

lation or code where it can be 

identified that the B149 series 

of codes does not capture 

within its scope, installations 

of all potential pressures 

where gas is used for fuel pur-

poses? 

                         Sidney Manning 

Continued from page 2;Continued from page 2;Continued from page 2;Continued from page 2;    

 

is discovered and this can add 
challenges where emotional and 
other distracting items come to 
play. The safety codes Council 
policy contains the limitations for 
consideration of mechanical re-
quests such that province wide 
variances are all to be considered 
and ultimately issued by the ad-
ministrator. Other site-specific 
variances that have to be issued 
by administrator are those condi-
tions regarding materials, appli-
ances and reduction in clear-
ances. All other requests for vari-
ances need to be considered by 
the local authority having jurisdic-
tion. This may involve installation 
systems, installation techniques, 
pressures, volumes, supports, 
and many others variables that 
could be considered in light of the 
prescriptive items identified in 
the code.  A variance needs to be 
applied for in the same fashion 

      Change…..It’s a Good Thing…..But For Who? 

“ FROM THE DESK OF YOUR ADMINISTRATOR” 

 I am starting to sound like Art Linkletter 

so I will finish by saying,  

   If we are defacing peoples property: 

                                                         

CHANGE.....ITS A GOOD THING .....BUT 

                         FOR WHO?  

                                             

                                            Glenn Costello 
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“He has made great 

    contributions to 

   Alberta Municipal 

             Affairs” 

William Brower, 1939 - 2011 

Another great loss to the retirement monster; 

       

     Roland Tomuschat  

is leaving Alberta Municipal 
Affairs.  Yes it is true; Roland 
has left the building, and will 
truly be missed.  He has made 
great contributions to Alberta 
Municipal Affairs over the past 
10 years. The province and 
our industry has benefitted 
from a life long career and 
equal commitment to Al-

berta’s Safety system.   

Here are just a few examples: 

• He spent many hours on 
the phone, answering E-
mails and administering 
certification exams as a 
Plumbing and Gas SCO/
duty officer for Alberta 

Municipal Affairs. 

• He was involved with 
developing new code 
update training for the 
Plumbing and Gas disci-
plines as well as contrib-
uted with long term par-
ticipation on the B64 
codes and everything 
that backflow prevention/ 
cross connections could 
affect. He was a member 
of a number of other 
CSA standards commit-

tees. 

• He was and is a judge/
volunteer for both Skills 
Alberta and Skills Canada 
in the plumbing area. 
Roland worked tirelessly 
at many Trade Show 

booths for Alberta Mu-
nicipal Affairs. If you ever 
had the chance to talk 
with Roland you would 
recognize that he was 
passionate about ever- 
thing he dealt with, espe-
cially Plumbing, Gas and 

Private Sewage Systems. 

• He is a past President of 
our very own Alberta 
Mechanical Officials Soci-

ety. 

     We wish Roland all the 
best in his retirement and 
hope that he is not a stranger 

to the world he leaves behind. 

     Enjoy and Take Care! 

membered and sadly missed 

by his loving wife of 51 years, 

Agnes, his children, Tim 

(Dana), Barry (Lynn), Darrell, 

Roxanne (Robbie) and Bar-

bara, grandchildren, Daniel 

and Leah, Zachary and Alexan-

dra, Brandon, Megan and JC, 

and Isabella. Bill leaves to 

mourn two sisters, Jessie-Lou 

(Gord Campbell) and Marnie 

(Simpson), sister-in-law Ilene 

(Brower) and brother-in-law 

Larry (Lang), and numerous 

nieces, nephews and friends. 

Bill was predeceased by 

brother Ross, sister Enid, 

brother-in-law Ken, and par-

ents Ab and Sybil. Words 

cannot express how grateful 

we are to Bill's doctors and all 

their staff at Unit 43 at the 

Grey Nuns Hospital for the 

care Bill received while he 

fought his short but coura-

geous battle with cancer. Spe-

cial thanks go out to our Dr. 

Bill Campbell and his wonder-

ful staff. Cremation and a small 

family gathering have taken 

place. A Celebration of Life 

will be held later this summer. 

Please share your memories 

with online guestbook. In lieu 

of flowers, donations can be 

made to the Grey Nuns Hos-

pital - Unit 43 or the Cross 

Cancer Institute. 

 It is with a sad heart 

that the AMOS executive 

announces the passing of Mr. 

William Brower on January 

28, 2011 in Edmonton. The 

AMOS organization will for-

ever be in debt for Bills in-

volvement and contributions. 

Our thoughts and prayers go 

out to  his family and friends 

at this difficult time. 

          —————— 

 BROWER, William It is with 

heavy hearts and a great sad-

ness that we announce the 

passing of Bill at the age of 72 

years, with his wife and family 

at his side on January 28, 

2011. Bill will be fondly re-

Work History: 

-Steamfitter/

Plumber 

September 6/1966 

-Plumbing & Gas 

Inspector (City of 

Edmonton) 

February 12/1979 

-Retired from City of 

Edmonton, Novem-

ber 21/2001 



 

Education CornerEducation CornerEducation CornerEducation Corner    
    

                                                                                                                            

1) Gas, Group A, Code Update Training CSA-B149.1-10 and CSA-B149.2-10.  

               Pre-registration for classroom offerings is required. Registration at the event is not allowed. The classroom address will be  

               provided upon registration. Inquiries pertaining to registration should be directed to the Training Delivery Associates at the  

               Safety Codes Council. 780-413-0099(Edmonton) or 1-888-413-0099(toll-free in Alberta).  

 1-Day Course, ( 8:30 am - 4:30pm ) 

 Wednesday, February 23, 2011 - Calgary 

 Tuesday, March 15, 2011 - WEBINAR 

 Friday, April 29, 2011-Red Deer ( in conjunction with AMOS Conference ) 

 Thursday, June 23, 2011 - Edmonton 

2) Plumbing & Gas  TwoPlumbing & Gas  TwoPlumbing & Gas  TwoPlumbing & Gas  Two----Day Seminar , Day Seminar , Day Seminar , Day Seminar ,  Prerequisite for new Plumbing & Gas SCO’s  

                2—Day Course, Pre-registration for classroom offerings is required. 

 Thursday, April 28th and Friday , April 29th, 2011. 

                Red Deer, AB. 
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                    AMOS AMOS AMOS AMOS ----Alberta Mechanical Officials SocietyAlberta Mechanical Officials SocietyAlberta Mechanical Officials SocietyAlberta Mechanical Officials Society    

    

    

2011 SPRING CONFERENCE2011 SPRING CONFERENCE2011 SPRING CONFERENCE2011 SPRING CONFERENCE    

Registration and Membership Update FormRegistration and Membership Update FormRegistration and Membership Update FormRegistration and Membership Update Form    
    

Friday, April 29th, 6.30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. & Saturday, April 30th, 8:00 a.m.- 3:15 p.m. 

Black Knight Inn 2929 - 50 Avenue 

Red Deer, Alberta, Canada T4R 1H1 

Phone: 1 (403) 343-6666 Toll Free : 1 (800) 661-8793 

 

Name: ___________________________________Email Address______________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________Postal Code___________ 

 

Representing __________________________________ Bus. Phone_______________________ 

 

 

Please check the appropriate Box(‘s) below. 

 

   ___        I am an AMOS Member, and will forward my 2011 Spring Conference Registration Fee of: $95.00 

 

                 I am an AMOS Member, and will forward my 2011 AMOS Membership Dues of: $30.00 

 

                My employer has paid my: AMOS Membership Dues / AMOS 2011 Spring Conference Fee. 

 

                           TOTAL AMOUNT FORWARDED TO AMOS: $ ___________ 

    

    

Mail payment by cheque or money order to:Mail payment by cheque or money order to:Mail payment by cheque or money order to:Mail payment by cheque or money order to:    

AMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg Adair    

221 Beaton Place, Fort McMurray T9K 2B1 221 Beaton Place, Fort McMurray T9K 2B1 221 Beaton Place, Fort McMurray T9K 2B1 221 Beaton Place, Fort McMurray T9K 2B1     
A block of rooms has been set aside at the Black Knight Inn for a corporate rate. 

For information or queries on the rooms please contact the Black Knight Inn directly 

Mention Alberta Mechanical Officials Society in full when booking your room. 

REMEMBER: Red Deer is usually booked up on weekends! 

 

 



 

                                        

    

    

                                    Alberta Mechanical Officials Society    
    

2011 Spring Conference Agenda2011 Spring Conference Agenda2011 Spring Conference Agenda2011 Spring Conference Agenda    

    
Black Knight Inn 

2929—50th Avenue 

Red Deer, Alberta. 

Canada, T4R 1H1 

Phone: 403-343-6666, Toll Free: 1-800-661-8793 

    
  

 

              Friday, April 29th, 2011 

 

  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM Registration  

  

  7:30 PM - 9:15 PM Business Meeting  

 

  9:30 PM - 11:30 PM Wine & Cheese / Sponsored by  

 

 

 Saturday, April 30th, 2011 

 

  8:00 AM - 8:30 AM: Registration 

 

  8:30 AM - 9:30 AM: 

 

                             9:30 AM - 10:30 AM:  

 

               10:45 AM - 12:00 PM:  

 

  12:00 PM - 1:00 PM: Lunch 

 

  1:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Alberta Municipal Affairs (current issues and concerns) 

 

3:00 PM: 50/50 Draw 

 

  3:15 PM - Adjourned 

 

  Display Tables:       -  

                      -   
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2010 FALL CONFERENCE RED EYE AWARD 2010 FALL CONFERENCE RED EYE AWARD 2010 FALL CONFERENCE RED EYE AWARD 2010 FALL CONFERENCE RED EYE AWARD     

RECIPIENTRECIPIENTRECIPIENTRECIPIENT:  :  :  :  Ken Morrison (City of Calgary)Ken Morrison (City of Calgary)Ken Morrison (City of Calgary)Ken Morrison (City of Calgary)    



 

Ray Velhoen - President 

 

Larry Robinson -1st Vice President 

 

Second Vice President - Vacant 

 

Sid Manning - Past President 

 

Randy Croft - Secretary 

 

Reg Adair - Treasurer 

 

Vacant - Director 

 

Glenn Costello - Director 

 

Murray Vine - Director 

 

Wayne Ducharme - Director 

 

Mike Turek - Director / Editor 

 

Richard Burk - Education Director 

 

Wayne McCaffrey - AMA Liaison    

          2011 Spring Conference Fees: 

            Mail payment by cheque or money Mail payment by cheque or money Mail payment by cheque or money Mail payment by cheque or money     

                                                                                                        order to:order to:order to:order to:    

AMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg AdairAMOS c/o Reg Adair    

221 Beaton Place, 221 Beaton Place, 221 Beaton Place, 221 Beaton Place,     

Fort McMurray ,AB  T9K 2B1 Fort McMurray ,AB  T9K 2B1 Fort McMurray ,AB  T9K 2B1 Fort McMurray ,AB  T9K 2B1     

Spring Conference Fees $95.00 

Membership Dues $30.00 
A block of rooms have been set aside at the Black 

Knight Inn for a corporate rate. 

For information or queries on the rooms please contact the 
Black Knight Inn directly 

Mention Alberta Mechanical Officials Society in full 

when booking your room. 

 

REMEMBER: Red Deer is usually booked up on 

                                weekends!    

           AMOS EXECUTIVE: 

                         AMOS Annual Spring Conference will be held on Friday, April 29th and Saturday, April 30th, 2011 

                                                                                              Black Knight Inn 

                                                                                            2929—50th Avenue 

                                                                                   Red Deer, Alberta, T4R 1H1 

                                                                Phone: 1-403-343-6666 Toll Free: 1-800-661-8793 
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                                                                                                                                        AND EVERYONE WONDERS WHY INSPECTIONS ARE NEEDED!AND EVERYONE WONDERS WHY INSPECTIONS ARE NEEDED!AND EVERYONE WONDERS WHY INSPECTIONS ARE NEEDED!AND EVERYONE WONDERS WHY INSPECTIONS ARE NEEDED!    

                                                                                                                                YOU JUST GOTTA SCRATCH YOUR HEAD WITH THESE PICTURESYOU JUST GOTTA SCRATCH YOUR HEAD WITH THESE PICTURESYOU JUST GOTTA SCRATCH YOUR HEAD WITH THESE PICTURESYOU JUST GOTTA SCRATCH YOUR HEAD WITH THESE PICTURES    

Notice all the drainage piping is Notice all the drainage piping is Notice all the drainage piping is Notice all the drainage piping is “WELDED“WELDED“WELDED“WELDED” schd” schd” schd” schd----40404040    How codes are interpreted by the tradesHow codes are interpreted by the tradesHow codes are interpreted by the tradesHow codes are interpreted by the trades    

Furnace termination less than 3’ to an opening windowFurnace termination less than 3’ to an opening windowFurnace termination less than 3’ to an opening windowFurnace termination less than 3’ to an opening window    

Two different kinds of vent material used Two different kinds of vent material used Two different kinds of vent material used Two different kinds of vent material used     Snow being used as clean dry  beddingSnow being used as clean dry  beddingSnow being used as clean dry  beddingSnow being used as clean dry  bedding    

No vents  installed No vents  installed No vents  installed No vents  installed     


