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It seems like we just finished the 
spring conference and now the fall 
conference is almost here. Hope-
fully, everyone had a chance to en-
joy a summer break, before we 
head in to the fall rush.  Even with 
the gloom & doom stories the me-
dia reports, Alberta is remaining a 
strong province. 

For the member of our execu-
tive team that is moving on, Reg 
Adair, I would like to thank him for 
the wonderful job that he has done. 
It is through his tireless dedication 
and effort that AMOS remains a 
strong organization. Through your 
insights and ideas, you have 
helped to keep this association 
moving forward. It has been a 
pleasure and an honor to work with 
you on this team. We all thank you 
for your willingness and devotion. 

Reg moving on we will be look-
ing for a new treasurer and to fill 
the empty director‟s position.  My 
two year term for president is up 
after the fall conference and I 
would stay on for one more term, if 
no one else steps up. Without on-
going participation of the member-
ship, in the executive, it is chal-
lenging to get new and fresh ideas 
to keep our conferences interesting 
and informational. The nomination 
committee has a few names to be 

put forward.   If you want to be part of 
the executive, just any one of us 
know. 

I look forward to another great 
conference. There is another great 
line up of speakers, the elections, 
and the always popular wine and 
cheese where we will find our next 
recipient of the red-eye award. 

See you there! 

 

                                                Ray Veldhoen 

 

 

From the editor 

 

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank on behalf of myself and all 
the membership of AMOS for  the 
many contributions that Reg Adair 
has made for the good of our asso-
ciation. 

 

                   Thank You            
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“This 

information is 

invaluable in the 

development of 

codes”   

 “ FROM THE DESK OF YOUR ADMINISTRATOR” 

  
Good day folks; 

 What is old is 
new again.  Old 
tradesmen become 
new inspectors, old 
inspectors retire. 
AMOS attracts new 
executive, and senior 
executive relax (other 
than the nonstop 
pressure to continue 
to contribute in vari-
ous capacities, work-
ing groups, past offi-
cials, reinstatement). 
Claude Valliere has 
joined (as many al-
ready have come to 
know) and very nicely 
blended into Alberta 
Municipal Affairs. 
Claude is another ex-
cellent resource for 
the Field Technical 
Services area. We 
had just begun to set-
tle down from that 
unsettling transforma-
tion, began looking 
forward to growing 
and procuring more 
resources when: 
poof, Pierre McDon-
ald left the position as 
chief inspector for the 
electrical discipline. 
Of course he's mov-
ing on to far bigger 
and better challenges 
respecting his abili-
ties and taking full 
advantage of all that 
Municipal Affairs had 
to offer. Safety Ser-
vices is once again 

filling existing posi-
tions. The challenges 
will be significant, re-
warding and a big 
“good luck” to whom-
ever fills the position of 
chief inspector. Oh 
yeah - the building dis-
cipline had a number 
of changes too. Con-
gratulations Chris, 
Paul, and all their 
friends. It will be terri-
bly exciting to see if 
more support could be 
garnered from the 
building department for 
the very important me-
chanical items that are 
regulated through the 
Alberta Building Code 
and their direct rela-
tionship to the Alberta 
Mechanical Officials 
Society. 

 The spring 
newsletter discussed 
in some detail the is-
sue of reporting in the 
plumbing and gas dis-
ciplines. The column 
was rather wordy and 
full of excerpts from 
the regulations regard-
ing reporting. It's now 
the fall newsletter - I‟ll 
be brief - where are 

the reports? 

Additional items 
addressed in the 
spring newsletter were 
subjects such as vari-
ances and alternate 
solutions. The past 
couple of seasons 

have resulted in a 
number of different 
installations resulting 
in challenges to ac-
credited municipali-
ties, corporations and 
private agencies re-
garding the deviations 
of codes that need to 
be addressed under 
variances and alter-
nate solutions. The 
construction industry 
is very capable of cre-
ating installations that 
may not meet current 
codes and require 
variances or alternate 
solutions. The NRC 
codes imply that alter-
nate solution requests 
are the expected path-
way, the CSA codes 
identifies variance re-
quests. All alternate 
solution requests and 
issued alternate solu-
tions as well as vari-
ances are registered 
with the Safety Codes 
Council as variances. 
Now that that‟s 
cleared up, I„m going 
to call everything a 
variance. Many of 
these projects are 
confusing due to the 
question as to 
whether equipment/
materials are involved 
and whether or not the 
local authority having 
jurisdiction should be 
the one to consider/
issue variances and 
whether or not the 

“It Could Always Be 

Worse”          
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in the event that there is 
insufficient evidence to 
provide equal or greater 
level of safety than that 
identified in the prescrip-
tive clauses. 

The 2010 plumbing 
code regulation process is 
picking up speed. Late 
2011 or early 2012 could, 
with support of govern-
ment, see a new plumbing 
code regulation. Waterline 
sizing is still the biggest 
change within the code 
with fire sprinklers, wet 
vent/circuit vent correc-
tions, and water reuse 
keeping discussions 
charged. 

There have been 
interesting projects ongo-
ing in Alberta with natural 
gas pilots as high as 800 
PSI and burners up to 400 
MMBTUH. Western Al-
berta will see installations 
of 90,000 gallon propane 
tanks that are being built 
locally. Thank goodness 
there are other disciplines 
to address pressure ves-
sels and take some of the 
big stuff. Utilities are look-
ing at emergency services 
and portable bullet trailers 
for maintaining natural gas 
service to small communi-
ties in the event of a 
catastrophic service fail-
ure. These are not run-of-
the-mill projects in the in-
dustrial environment that 
keeps the economic en-

challenge should be 
redirected to the administra-
tor. There are many re-
quests for deviations in the 
uncertified appliance mar-
ket that require field ap-
proval. One of the largest 
challenges in considering 
these variance requests is 
whether or not the informa-
tion is adequate to appropri-
ately indicate that the appli-
ance will be safe, installed 
properly and owners will be 
notified properly of the ac-
tivity. Many requests for 
variances need to be 
weighed against potential 
relaxation of the code. This 
is not the intended pathway 
for accepting variances and 
meeting equivalent or 
greater levels of safety. 
These coupled with the typi-
cal financial impact to large 
deviations creates an ongo-
ing challenge for anyone 
faced with the potential re-
sponsibility, liability and ac-
countability that may be im-
plied under the issuance of 
the variance. Keep talking 
about these deviations, call 
me or other SCO‟s and we 
will have a better chance of 
consistency and proper 
documentation across the 
province. Oh, and don‟t feel 
that a variance request has 
to be accepted. The vari-
ance pathway is not subject 
to appeal or review like an 
order would be. The AHJ 
has the authority to deny 
any deviation from the code 

“ FROM THE DESK OF YOUR ADMINISTRATOR” 

engine driving in 
Alberta. The average 
projects cover thou-
sands of industrial instal-
lations from tank heaters 
through to tertiary indus-
try affecting almost all 
sectors of construction. 
Some of the other new 
exciting projects involve 
natural gas vehicle con-
versions and the poten-
tial for refilling stations 
and installations that 
need to meet the re-
quirements of the B149, 
B108, and B109. Now, 
industrial projects are 
being exercised in the 
liquid natural gas field 
resulting in gas systems 
of 5 psi liquid natural 
gas at -260

0 
Fahrenheit. 

New approaches to 
highway transport and 
heavy-duty diesel me-
chanics is making natu-
ral gas a very strong po-
tential player. Watch for 
LNG tractor/trailers over 
the next year traveling 
through the province. 

Have a great fall 
and we'll see you at the 
conference. 

 

       Sidney Manning 

 



 

 

           

The 2009 Private Sewage Standard of Practice 2009 is up for review.  A task 
group is meeting over the next two years to add, modify, or delete installation 
requirements.  If you have concerns that should be addressed, please contact 
Richard.burk@calgary.ca , Alf Durnie or any other task group member to have 
the concern placed on the agenda for discussion. 
The Handbook for the 2009 Standard of Practice should be available shortly 

and will be available for purchase through the Safety Codes Council. 
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The NPC2010 should be adopted in early 2012.  The Update course and exam 

for Safety Codes Officers will be ready for our Spring Conference for those wish-

ing to participate in this training.  The Update will explain the changes between 

the 2005 and 2010 codes with a focus on Rain Water Harvesting and water line 

sizing. 

mailto:Richard.burk@calgary.ca
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     AMOS - Alberta Mechanical Officials Society 

 

 

2011 FALL CONFERENCE 

Registration and Membership Update Form 
 

Friday, October 21, 6.30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. & Saturday, October 22, 8:00 a.m.- 3:15 p.m. 

Black Knight Inn 2929 - 50 Avenue 

Red Deer, Alberta, Canada T4R 1H1 

Phone: 1 (403) 343-6666 Toll Free : 1 (800) 661-8793 

 

Name: ___________________________________Email Address______________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________Postal Code___________ 

 

Representing __________________________________ Bus. Phone_______________________ 

 

 

Please check the appropriate Box(‘s) below. 

 

   ___        I am an AMOS Member, and will forward my 2011 Fall Conference Registration Fee of: $95.00 

 

                 I am an AMOS Member, and will forward my 2011 AMOS Membership Dues of: $30.00 

 

                My employer has paid my: AMOS Membership Dues / AMOS 2011 Fall Conference Fee. 

 

                           TOTAL AMOUNT FORWARDED TO AMOS: $ ___________ 

 

 

Mail payment by cheque or money order to: 

AMOS c/o Reg Adair 

221 Beaton Place, Fort McMurray T9K 2B1  
A block of rooms has been set aside at the Black Knight Inn for a corporate rate. 

For information or queries on the rooms please contact the Black Knight Inn directly 

Mention Alberta Mechanical Officials Society in full when booking your room. 

REMEMBER: Red Deer is usually booked up on weekends! 
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       Alberta Mechanical Officials Society 

 

 

2011 Fall Conference Agenda 
Black Knight Inn 

     2929—50th Avenue 

   Red Deer, Alberta. 

Canada, T4R 1H1 

Phone: 403-343-6666, Toll Free: 1-800-661-8793 

 
      Friday, October 21, 2011 

 

  6:30 PM - 7:30 PM: Registration  

  

  7:30 PM - 9:15 PM: Business Meeting  

 

  9:30 PM- 11:30 PM: Wine & Cheese  

 

 

 Saturday, October 22, 2011 

 

  8:00 AM - 830 AM: Registration 

 

  8:30 AM – 9:30 AM:  HRAI (hydronics)-Robert Bean 

 

                             9:30 AM  - 9:45 AM: Coffee Break 

 

  9:45 AM – 12:00 PM Trac-Pipe  (Training & Certification) 

  

    12:00 PM - 1:00 PM: Lunch 

 

  1:00 PM - 2:00 PM: Intertech 

 

                          2:00 PM - 3:00 PM  AMA    
 

                             3:00 PM            50/50 draw  

 

                        3:15 PM          Adjournment  

 

 

   

)  

 

 



 

Ray Velhoen - President 

 

Larry Robinson -1st Vice President 

 

Glenn Costello -  Second Vice President  

 

Sid Manning - Past President 

 

Randy Croft - Secretary 

 

Reg Adair - Treasurer 

 

Vacant - Director 

 

Murray Vine - Director 

 

Wayne Ducharme - Director 

 

Martin Pattison - Director / Editor 

 

Richard Burk - Education Director 

 

Wayne McCaffrey - AMA Liaison 

          2011 Fall Conference Fees: 

   Mail payment by cheque or money  

                          order to: 

AMOS c/o Reg Adair 

221 Beaton Place,  

Fort McMurray ,AB  T9K 2B1  

Fall Conference Fees $95.00 

Membership Dues $30.00 

A block of rooms have been set aside at the Black 

Knight Inn for a corporate rate. 

For information or queries on the rooms please contact the 

Black Knight Inn directly 

Mention Alberta Mechanical Officials Society in full 

when booking your room. 

 

REMEMBER: Red Deer is usually booked up on 

                                weekends! 

           AMOS EXECUTIVE: 

                         AMOS Annual Fall Conference will be held on Friday, October 21st and Saturday, October 22nd, 2011 

                                                                                              Black Knight Inn 

                                                                                            2929—50th Avenue 

                                                                                   Red Deer, Alberta, T4R 1H1 

                                                                Phone: 1-403-343-6666 Toll Free: 1-800-661-8793 
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